
 

 

16 DAY DESERT, RIVERS & WILDLIFE 
 

Group size  :  4-16 participants  

Duration  : 16 Days / 15 Nights 

 

*Scheduled departure guaranteed with a minimum 4 participants 

*Important: This tour is recommended for healthy, active participants looking for an adventurous holiday. 

 

DAY 1   WINDHOEK  

 

The afternoon in Windhoek is free to explore the capital city of Namibia. Overnight Safari Court Hotel (or similar 

accommodation). (Dinner own account)  

 

DAY 2/ 3 SESRIEM  

 

Our journey takes us north through ever changing scenery to our accommodation located on the edge of the Namib 

Desert. The following morning is an early departure for Sossusvlei, stopping in the dune belt to witness the changing 

colours of the world’s highest sand dunes. We undertake a 5km walk to Sossusvlei and Deadvlei. In the afternoon we 

enjoy a short hike through the Sesriem Canyon. Overnight Desert Quiver Camp (or similar accommodation). 

(Accommodated – B & D)  

 

Sesriem is a small settlement located in the Namib Desert, in Namibia, close to the southern end of the Naukluft 

Mountains. It is especially known because the "Sesriem gate" is the main access point to the Namib-Naukluft National 

Park for visitors entering the park to visit the nearby tourist attraction of Sossusvlei. 

Sesriem Canyon, where centuries of erosion have incised a narrow gorge about 1 km in length. At the foot of the 

gorge, which plunges down to 30 to 40 metres, are pools that become replenished after good rains. 

Sesriem derives its name from the time when earlier pioneers tied six lengths of rawhide thongs (riem) together to 

draw water from the pools.  

 

 
 

DAY 4/ 5  SWAKOPMUND  

 

We reach the coast at Walvis Bay and enjoy lunch while viewing the many flamingos feeding. We arrive in 

Swakopmund and spend the afternoon and following day exploring this German colonial town or booking one of the 

numerous optional excursions (own expense). Activities available include dolphin cruises or scenic flights over the vast 

Namib Desert. Overnight The Delight (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B. Dinners own account 

 



Swakopmund (German for "Mouth of the Swakop") is a city on the coast of northwestern Namibia, 280 km (170 mi) 

west of Windhoek, Namibia's capital. Swakopmund is  the capital of the Erongo administrative district. The town has 

42,000 inhabitants and covers 193 square kilometres (75 sq mi) of land. The city is situated in the Namib desert. 

Swakopmund is a beach resort and an example of German colonial architecture. It was founded in 1892 as the main 

harbour for German South-West Africa, and a sizable part of its population is still German-speaking today. 

The city lies on the B2 road and the Trans-Namib Railway from Windhoek to Walvis Bay. It is also home 

to Swakopmund Airport and Swakopmund Skydiving Club. 

Buildings in the city include the Altes Gefängnis prison, designed by Heinrich Bause in 1909. The Woermannhaus, built 

in 1906 with a prominent tower, is now a public library. 

 

   
 

 DAY 6   DAMARALAND  

 

We drive inland through the Damaraland region with its vast and rugged terrain. Its mountain ranges are intercepted 

by wide gravel plains, which run into sandy, vegetated riverbeds and hot, dry valleys. Our lodge is located on top of 

a mountain with spectacular views of the surrounding area. Spend the afternoon taking in the incredible setting or 

simply relaxing by the pool. Overnight Ugab Terrace Lodge (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B & D) 

 

Damaraland is one of the most scenic areas in Namibia, a huge, untamed, ruggedly beautiful region that offers the 

more traveller a more adventurous challenge. Here there are prehistoric water courses with open plains and 

grassland, massive granite koppies and deep gorges. Towards the west, the geography changes dramatically with 

endless sandy wastes, that incredibly are able to sustain small, but wide-ranging, populations of desert-adapted 

elephant, black rhino, giraffe, ostrich and springbok. These animals have adapted their lifestyles to survive the 

harshness of the sun-blistered, almost waterless desert spaces. Elephant move through euphorbia bush country, and 

can travel up to 70km in a day in search of food and water and unusually, do not destroy trees in their quest for 

food. Follow black rhino cow and her calf in typical Damaraland 'melkbos' terrain. Together, Damaraland and 

Kaokoland are known as the Kaokoveld. 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 



DAY 7   ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK  

 

Today we proceed to Etosha National Park where we enjoy our first game drive and relax by the floodlight 

waterhole in the evening. The park’s main characteristic is a salt pan so large it can be seen from space. Yet there is 

abundant wildlife that congregates around the waterholes. Overnight Okakeujo Restcamp inside Etosha National 

Park (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B & D) 

 

 
 

DAY 8  ETOSHA NATIONAL PARK  

 

This Park is one of the most important reserves and game sanctuaries in Africa with thousands of wild animals such as 

blue wildebeest, springbok, zebra, kudu, giraffe, cheetah, leopard, lion and elephant making this area their home. 

The day is spent on game drive through the Park from the Western to the Eastern side of the Park. Overnight Mokuti 

Lodge (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B & D)  

 

   
 

DAY 9   OKAVANGO RIVER  

 

We depart Etosha and enter the Caprivi Strip where we spend the night set amongst the lush vegetation overlooking 

the Okavango River and Angola. An optional afternoon boat cruise on the river is available (own account). Overnight 

Hakusembe River Lodge (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B & D)  

 

The Kavango River (also often called the Okavango River) flows for some 1,600km (1,000 miles) south-eastwards 

from where it rises in Angola, (where it is known as the Kubango) forming part of Namibia's northern border, (approx 

350km). It continues across the Caprivi Strip and into the Kalahari regions of northwestern Botswana, where it divides 

into streams and empties into the Okavango (swamps) Delta wetlands. 

 



It is a precious source of water for all 3 of these countries, and for the Kavango and the people of the Caprivi, the 

river is life itself. It nurtures the land, sustaining the herders and their cattle simultaneously. Watu dugout canoes are 

used by the Kavango people, both for transport and for fishing. 

 

   
 

DAY 10/ 11 OKAVANGO DELTA  

 

Continuing into the Caprivi we cross into Botswana we travel by road to the edge of the Okavango Delta. We 

transfer 2-3 hours by boat to Pepere island in the delta. The following day we do mokoro and game walks on the 

island and the smaller islands in the area. The activities included are Mokoro trips, scenic boat tours and game walks 

on the island. Overnight Pepere Island - Fixed Meru style tents with en suite facilities – B & D. Lunch on day 11 

included)  

 

The Okavango River comes down from Angola. The flatness of the land in Botswana causes it to fan out into an 

inland delta covering an area of some 16,000 square kilometres. Your trip into the Okavango Delta should be 

regarded as much a cultural experience, as a wildlife one. The majority of the polers who will guide you and the 

people you will meet in this area are a mixture of baNoka and baYei. These people still live on corn, sorghum, 

melons; herding cattle and goats; fishing and hunting and gathering to supplement their livestock and agriculture.In 

the Okavango Delta, most camps offer both water and land activities but some are pure water and others are 

pure land camps. The water camps focus on 'mokoro' (dugout canoe) trips in the waterways where there is not 

such an abundance of animals although buffalo, elephant, lechwe, the elusive Sitatunga and other animals do 

occur on the islands. Birdlife however is in great abundance and you stand a good chance to sight Pel's Fishing 

Owl, Slaty Egrets, Rufous-Bellied Heron, Wattled Cranes, Swamp Boubous, numerous eagles and vultures to keep 

any birdlover satisfied. 

 

 



DAY 12   KWANDO RIVER  

 

Departing the Delta by boat we return to our vehicle and we cross back into Namibia. We continue to the Eastern 

side of the Caprivi Strip and arrive at our lodge overlooking the flood plains of the Kwando River. Overnight 

Namushasha River Lodge (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B & D)  

 

The Cuando River (usually spelled Kwando in Namibia) is a river in south-central Africa flowing through Angola and 

Namibia's Caprivi Strip, into the Linyanti Swamp on the northern border of Botswana. Downstream Linyanti Swamp 

the river is called the Linyanti River, and further east the Chobe River, before it flows into the Zambezi River. 

The Cuando rises in the central plateau of Angola on the slopes of Mount Tembo, thence flowing southeast along the 

Zambian border. Along this reach it flows in a maze of channels in a swampy corridor 5–10 km wide. As with all 

rivers in south-central Africa its flow varies enormously between the rainy season when it floods and may be several 

kilometers wide, and the dry season when it may disappear into marshes. 

    
 

DAY 13/ 14 CHOBE RIVER  

 

Crossing into Botswana via the Chobe National Park we overnight on the banks of the Chobe River. Chobe is famous 

for its beautiful scenery, magnificent sunsets and abundance of wildlife and birdlife. We relax on a sunset game-

viewing cruise on the Chobe River. Optional morning Game Drive (own account). Overnight Chobe Safari Lodge (or 

similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B & D)  

 

The stunning and life-giving Chobe River forms the northern boundary of Chobe National Park. 

The river begins its existence as a small mountain spring in Angola, where it is known as the Kwando (a Hambukushu 

name). From here, it travels great distances through the Kalahari sands before it reaches Botswana and becomes the 

Linyanti (a Subiya name).It finally becomes the Chobe at the border post of Ngoma, from where it continues to run 

along Botswana’s northern border before meeting the mighty Zambezi and tumbling over the precipice at Victoria 

Falls. The Chobe’s course, like the Okavango and the Zambezi River, is affected by fault lines which are extensions of 

the Great Rift Valley. 

 

 
 

https://www.namibweb.com/indexbot.htm


DAY 15   VICTORIA FALLS  

 

We travel across the Zimbabwean border to Victoria Falls - without doubt one of the greatest and most spectacular 

sights in Africa. The afternoon and following morning is spent at leisure to browse the local markets, to experience the 

many optional activities on offer in the adrenalin capital of Africa including white water rafting, bungi jumping, 

microlighting/ airplane or helicopter flights over the Falls, and to visit the Falls (own expense). Overnight Cresta 

Sprayview hotel (or similar accommodation). (Accommodated – B. Dinners own account)  

 

DAY 16  VICTORIA FALLS  

Tour ends after breakfast. (B)  

 

This itinerary will depend on local conditions.  

16 days Desert, Rivers & Wildlife (WDH – VFA) 

Price starting from…. 

ZAR 61,660 per person sharing  

(subject to travel dates, availability and currency fluctuations) 

Terms and conditions apply 

 

*Scheduled departure guaranteed with a minimum 4 participants 

*Important: This tour is recommended for healthy, active participants looking for an adventurous holiday. 

 

Please send your enquiry to info@grandexpeditions.co.za 

 

 
Accommodation 15 Nights lodge, chalet and small hotel all with en-suite facilities | Meals | 15 Breakfasts |            

1 Lunch | 11 Dinners | Overland Scheduled Transportation : Windhoek to Victoria Falls |Driver / Guide fees  | 

Airport transfers in WDH & VFA  | Airport transfer  

 

All Flights | Travel/Medical/Personal insurances |All items of a personal nature | Visa’s| Additional activities | 

Gratuity | Porterage Gratuity |All services not mentioned 

 

  

mailto:info@grandexpeditions.co.za

